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Parish Council Meeting Minutes
October 28, 2025

The Parish Council Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. at St. Thomas More Media Center with the opening prayer.

Attended: Fr. Frank Jindra Anthony Manno
Joe Willie Benes Rebecca Manno
Ruth Leininger Adam Lee
Eric Whitesides Tommy Owens
Chad Gross-Rhode Debbie Wojcinski

Absent: There were no absentees.

Meeting Open

The meeting began with the opening prayer. Joe Willie Benes told of his attendance at the Pallium Series at the Newman Center. Archbishop
Michael McGovern spoke at this lecture. It focused on Pope Leo XIV and the theology of St. Augustine. This first meeting was not well advertised,
but it is believed that the future ones will be.

Approval of September Minutes
Anthony Manno read the September minutes, which he graciously took in the absence of Debbie Wojcinski, Parish Council Secretary. Minutes were
approved.

Pastoral Report

e  Fr. Jindra mentioned that Donna Cori Gibson will again be joining us at Midtown Catholic

e Fr. Jindra is not being notified of incidents at the schools. There was one incident in which people were wandering around the property and
the police were called. Both principals have been notified that Fr. Jinda is to be called. They have been complying.

e Fr. Jinda talked about the Christ Life Process and his indirect connection to it through a personal experience

e There was also discussion by Fr. Jindra about the Feast of Simon and Judas, and how these terrorists became Christian. How many
terrorists can be turned around today?

e There was concern expressed about Festival dates and times ongoing from the STM Festival Committee. Kristin Sterba and others will be
invited to come to talk with us regarding these concerns.

Parish Report

e Quarterly mailers to neighborhoods were sent out a couple of months ago

e Parish mailers are to go out on the 8" and 9. Chad will be speaking about this during the Masses.

e There was a lot of discussion regarding the cleaning of the churches and school. There are a number of volunteers as well as paid
individuals with certain schedules. It is hoped that the bathrooms will be better looked after now that we have a dedicated person.

e There are minor electrical issues and a roof issue at SJA. St. Thomas More has broken gym windows, which will be $500 to fix. The lights
at STM have been fixed. Some of the lights sometimes strobe and don’t dim well.

e Mardi Gras has chosen the dock and school wall for a project this year. They will not be sending out mailers this year.

e The Benevolence Fund has about $5-6000 currently. No one has made application. Chad will bring the balance amount to the next
meeting so the Council can discuss how to best use the fund, whether or not it is donated to the food banks, etc. Chad will make sure
there is an announcement made at all Masses regarding the availability of small amounts to help those in need. If needed, they can be
referred to other venues and programs for further help.

Evangelization Update
e A mailer is going on the calendar of events for December.
e  Small group workshops are being formed for Alpha and That Man is You to get feedback, and that feedback will be used to work toward
other small groups in the parish.



There is The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd program for children going on now, but some of the children who don't attend either school
are missing. We have to reach out to them. Right now, only twelve students are allowed, but they have been approved to receive more
help so more children can be included. We need to have someone talk about this program at the Masses and to put things on the bulletin
boards about the different programs available.

Joe Willie Benes asked when the Mannos will be publishing their names so people will know who to contact. Anthony replied that he and
Rebecca wanted to meet with people at the Masses first. Anthony stated that their approach is a ground-level, grass-roots approach. They
want to build relationships first and then invite those people to evangelize to others, especially at STM where they don’t know as many
people.

Mannos will reach out to the team at St. Francis Cabrini to perhaps mimic some of the things they are doing. They have been very
successful with their evangelization efforts.

New and Ongoing Business

It was decided that the date of the Deacon Sunday would be November 30, Thanksgiving weekend. There will be a social event at each
parish for one of the Masses; coffee and donuts at STM at the 10:30 a.m. Mass, and coffee and donuts at SJA at the 8:00 a.m. Mass. The
Ladies Guild and the Knights of Columbus will be asked to help.

It was decided that the date for the Liturgical Minister Event will be April 19 between the 10:30 and 4:30 Masses. This will be finalized by
the December Parish Council Meeting.

We need to invite the Finance Committee from St. Thomas More and St. Joan of Arc to speak at the meetings. We will ask the St. Thomas
More Finance Committee to join us in February and the St. Joan of Arc Finance Committee to join us in March. Joe Willie Benes will add
to the bottom of the agendas ongoing which Committee will be joining us that month.

We need to meet with the principals of each school. Chad will reach out to Principal Gary Davis first to meet with us at the December
meeting, since that meeting will be in the Media Center at STM. They may elect to send a representative in their place. It will give us an
idea as to how things are going at the schools, obtain any feedback they may have, and ask them what the Parish Council can do to
support them. Currently, it seems the teachers are happy because of our new maintenance man who is getting things fixed.

With no further business to attend, the closing prayer was said, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.



