
 

              Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

​        January 27, 2026 

 

Attended:​​ Fr. Frank Jindra​ ​ ​ Anthony Manno 

​ ​ Chad Gross-Rhode​​ ​ Tommy Owens 

​ ​ Joe Willie Benes​ ​ ​ Adam Lee 

​ ​ Eric Whitesides​ ​ ​ Debbie Wojcinski 

​ ​ Ruth Leininger 

Absent:​ ​ Rebecca Manno 

 

Meeting Open:​  

The meeting began with the opening prayer at 6:30 p.m. 

Approval of December Minutes:​  

The December minutes were approved. 

Pastoral Report: 

●​ Fr. Jindra had 750 downloads of his podcast and has surpassed the 10,000 mark. 

●​ There will be extra confession times during Lent on Tuesdays and Thursdays, one at each parish, and we will try to get 

the kids in confession at Friday masses. 

●​ There was another scam regarding Fr. Jindra’s email, and unfortunately one parishioner thought it was real and 

purchased the gift cards requested in the email.  Luckily, he went to Father with them. We will possibly reimburse him 

and give the cards to a charity. 

●​ We may have to skip the parish council meeting during Holy Week, or we will find an alternate time. 

●​ There was discussion on the upcoming visit by Donna Cori Gibson and her lodgings. A couple of options were given. 

●​ The 5:30 Mass at SJA on March 7
th
 will be said by the Archbishop. All parish council members should attend. Maybe 

the Knights of Columbus could do their soup supper that night.  We will advertise this so we will have a good number of 

people at that Mass. 

Parish Report: 

●​ We are trying to roll out the “Path to Metanoia”.  Forty people have downloaded the Hallow app. We will be speaking at 

the masses about why we want to use Hallow. We will need volunteers to help others download the app and explain it 

more.  Hallow videos will be shown at STM the 7
th
 and 8

th
, and at SJA on the 14

th
 and 15

th
. We will add the Hallow 

videos to the website. We also have Formed.org. 

●​ We have a new part-time employee.  Cassie Martinez will be working with the youth group 15 hours per week. 

●​ DLA paid for an event about Our Lady of Guadalupe.  Mostly DLA parents attended, and pizza and salad were served. 

●​ We had a vandalism at STM. Someone was doing cookies in the parking lot and on the brand-new soccer field. We will 

be putting up a fence to keep people out.  

●​ The Benevolence Fund grew slightly to $11,985.  We may use it to reimburse the parishioner who purchased the gift 

certificates, and then we can turn around and use the gift cards for charity.  Chad prefers to use this fund for the Holy 



Ghost food pantry, which is heavily used, and maybe for the Woodhouse match.  We want to keep $5,000 balance in 

the fund.  It was decided that we will use $1,200 for the gift card reimbursement, $1,200 for the Holy Ghost food pantry 

and $1,200 for the Woodhouse match.  

●​ We need to be doing 1099s for referees at games for anyone who makes $600 and over.  Next year it goes up to 

$2,000. All the clubs will have to write checks and track this going forward.  The referees cannot be paid in cash. They 

will have to fill out W9s.  This may cause a shortage of referees as they won’t want to pay taxes on it, although we 

doubt anyone will go over $600, and certainly not $2,000.  SJA groups can write checks, but no one at STM has the 

authority to do so. We will need to meet with all groups regarding this issue. 

Evangelization Update: 

●​ We had our first meeting with nine people in attendance. There was a lot of healthy conversation.  The meeting was 

supposed to be a one-hour meeting, and it went for two hours.  Everyone was interested in continuing, so there will be 

another meeting next week. Adam mentioned that his take-away was that we should define the long-term goal and 

then work on smaller pieces.  

●​ Rebecca would like a questions and answers section on the website, and we can try it, although we don’t get a lot of 

traffic on the website.  Other website updates will be followed up on, i.e. new parish council members list and the 

addition of biographies. 

New and Ongoing Business: 

●​ Committee Forms are in good shape, but we will validate for this year as follows: 

Wings and Ladies Group – Ruth 

SJA Sports Club – Chad 

STM Sports Club – Joe Willie 

Home and School Club – Adam 

St. Vincent de Paul – Anthony 

STM Knights of Columbus – Joe Willie 

SJA Knights of Columbus – Ruth 

 

Others do not need to be updated as they have no accounts. 

●​ Tommy asked Fr. Jinda if we could do anything as a parish to help him.  Fr. Jinda could think of nothing. The priest at 

St. Columbkille is retiring and that is huge parish. It is the only one in Papillion. 

●​ February 11
th
 is the next Benediction, and March 11

th
 during Lent.  There was discussion on maybe switching nights to 

improve attendance or picking something different to pray for each year.   

●​ Deacon Matt will be helping with the Blessing of Throats. 

●​ We will need to form another group to help with the Lay Minister Event since almost all of the parish council members 

are being honored. 

With no further business with which to attend, Fr. Jindra said the closing prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

 


