
 

 

        Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

   December, 2025 (held January 6, 2026) 

 

Attended:​​ Fr. Frank Jindra​ ​ ​ Anthony Manno 

​ ​ Chad Gross-Rhode​​ ​ Rebecca Manno 

​ ​ Joe Willie Benes​ ​ ​ Tommy Owens 

​ ​ Eric Whitesides​ ​ ​ Debbie Wojcinski​
​ ​ Ruth Leininger 

 

Absentees:​ Adam Lee 

 

Meeting Open:​  

Joe Willie Benes opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. stating a resolve to finish this year with faithfulness and vigor. He spoke of past accomplishments, 

i.e. the monthly benediction for our schools, Deacon Sunday and Metanoia. We are coming into our second year of our term and can reflect on how 

far we have come and what we need to improve.  The opening prayer was said by Eric Whitesides.  

 

Approval of November Minutes:  

The November Meeting Minutes were approved. 

 

Pastoral Report:   

Fr. Jindra gave an update on the health status of our deacons. 

-​ Deacon Matt is still in a lot of pain. Expected to return in February.  

-​ Deacon Tim is almost recovered from his Christmas GI bleed. 

-​ Deacon Ron is currently doing some work for the archdiocese, but on a very minimal basis 

-​ Deacon Al is still healthy. 

-​ Fr. Jinda’s vertigo is getting better.   

-​ Donna Cori Gibson is coming March 6
th
 to give a presentation on the Stations of the Cross at STM.  She has a song for each 

station. Some scenes from Mel Gibson’s “Passion” will be included.   

 

Parish Report:     

-​ A mailer went out to the neighborhood inviting recipients to Christmas masses. The attendance at Masses improved, and 

there were more people downloading Father’s podcast. 

-​ Hallow will be sending signs to put in the vestibules and cards people can take home. 

-​ The Benevolence Fund is $11,600 (approximately).  

-​ A SJA member has a nephew who may be willing to resurface the parking lot, which will save a lot of money.  

-​ We are getting estimates for the STM school parking lot to repair bad areas and to completely resurface. We will decide 

which one we can accomplish this summer. 

-​ We are getting estimates for putting doors at the end of the hallways at the STM school, which has been a security concern.  

-​ The Road to Metanoia has been renamed to The Path to Metanoia.  

-​ We have five minute Hallow videos we will share (maybe at the end of the homilies) 

-​ There was discussion on the Hallow app, how to give access and teach parishioners to use it. We will have fifty licenses for 

the complete package, and Hallow will have a log in for everyone, but it won’t be the complete package.  

 

Evangelization Update: 

-​ Father heard confessions at additional times during Advent and a lot of people took advantage of it. 

-​ We had our first Advent lessons and carols and a few people attended. 



-​ Rebecca met with the evangelization coordinator at St. Francis Cabrini. Video programs are being shared to see if we can 

create something here. 

-​ We are building small groups and committees, trying to get people more connected and involved. 

-​ Rebecca will follow up with website changes needed, i.e. updating Parish Council member list and addition of biographies. 

 

Old Business: 

-​ We had donuts and coffee after the masses for Deacon Sunday and received good feedback. Cards were signed. The 

Deacon invitations were overlooked.  We need to build on this in the future. 

-​ Secret Santa gifts were given to three families: Children’s bibles, PJs, $200 gift cards to Walmart, winter coats, an outfit and a 

toy for each child. We spent $1800. 

 

New Business:  

-​ Benevolence Fund rules and application handout was provided. 

-​ This fund could be advertised in the bulletin, but no one would see it. Chad said he could announce it before Masses, and we 

will put it on the website with a link to a contact email or a link to the application form. 

-​ We do not need to make or approve any changes to the Bylaws regarding this fund per Father. 

-​ Favorite things to use the fund for included Holy Ghost food bank, St. Vincent de Paul, and a matching donation by 

Woodhouse.  

-​ We will try to maintain $5,000 in the Benevolence Fund at all times. 

-​ Committee forms:  We did a good job last year with updates.  We will discuss at the next meeting about reaching out to 

officers for any changes.  

 

Ongoing Business: 

-​ The Lay Minister Appreciation Event handout was revised so the event will progress faster. 

-​ We will further discuss the event at the next meeting. 

 

With no further business with which to attend, Fr. Jinda said the closing prayer, and the meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
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